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KOREAN CONTEMPORARY ART

Creativity and Daydream, an exhibition of 16 South Korean 
contemporary artists will tour internationally opening 
24 March - 10 May at The State Hermitage Museum, St 

Petersburg, 10 June - 4 July Saatchi Gallery, London, UK 
ending in Seoul Autumn 2020

PRESS CONTACT: Carû Sanders      T  +44 (0)7834 351 297    caru@carusanderspr.com

Korean Eye 2020
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My fast food artworks reflect myself 
and society to show “Love 
myself the way I am.”This junk food 
collage was created with clothes 
people cannot fit into or 
abandoned clothes. At first, I made 
clothes look like food and painted 
over it, but I recently started using 
colors and textures unique to 
clothes to accentuate their various 
textures.

Eunha Kim

Jelly World, 
Year?
130 x 96.5 cm
Oil on canvas
Courtesy of the artist

Bon Apetit
Year?
173.5 x 136.7 cm
Abandoned clothes
Courtesy of the artist

EUNHA KIM,  
Bon Appetit, 2019, Clothes 
collage, abandoned clothes,   
173.5 x 136.7 x 24 cm,        
Courtesy of the artist
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The State Hermitage Museum, 
Parallel Contemporary  
Art and Saatchi Gallery are 
delighted to announce an 

exhibition of Korean contemporary 
art presented by Hana Bank. 
This collection of emerging and 
established South Korean 
contemporary artists curated by  
Dr Dimitri Ozerkov, Head of 
Contemporary Art, The State 
Hermitage Museum, Serenella 
Ciclitira, CEO and Founder, Parallel 
Contemporary Art and Philippa  
Adams, Head Curator and Director, 
Saatchi Gallery will begin a tour at 
The State Hermitage Museum, St 
Petersburg from the end of March 
until May. In June, the exhibition will 
travel to Saatchi Gallery, London, 
before rounding-off with a 
homecoming in Seoul from early 
November. 
 
Coinciding with the 30th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations between Korea 
and Russia and supporting the 
Hermitage’s 20/21 Project’s initiative 
the Hermitage, PCA and Saatchi have 
joined forces to showcase the 
country’s artistic achievement.   
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Da In Park’s specific focus is 
to reflect rituals and the 
institutional framework of politics 
through installations and 
performances. Park studied Art, 
and Law at Seoul and International 
Human Rights at Geneva 
Academy. She studied Fine Arts at 
the Tokyo University of The Arts. 
Recent exhibition, projects include 
Camden Arts Centre’s collaborative 
international residency with Slade 
School of Fine Art.

Park Da In

Self Defense : Defense 
or Attack?, 2019 
Mixed media 
500 x 400 cm 
Courtesy of the artist

Self Defense : Defense 
or Attack? (detail), 
2019 
Mixed media 
500 x 400 cm 
Courtesy of the artist
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I like your like, 2018
Steel, stainless steel, 
paint, wheels 192 x 
70 x 90 cm
Courtesy of the artist 

You are my burning 
light, 2016
Wood, canvas, 
pigments, fluorescent 
lamp, tropical fish 
tanning lamp
183 x 183 cm
Courtesy of the artist

Wonwoo Lee

DA IN PARK, Self Defense: Defense or Attack?, 2019, Mixed media, 
500 x 400 cm, Courtesy of the artist

WONWOO LEE, I like your like, 2018,                
Steel, stainless steel, paint, wheels,                        

192 x 70 x 90 cm, Courtesy of the artist and 
PKM Gallery

SEKYUNG LEE, Hair on the Plate (Meissen Angels), 2020, Artist's hair glued on 
white plate, coated, 26 cm diameter , Courtesy of the artist and Gallery Simon



The exhibition will feature a 
fascinating array of talent 
encompassing painting, sculpture, 
installation, embroidery, ceramics, 
performance, video and 
photography. Cody Choi, Da In Park, 
Doowon, Eunha Kim, Gosari, Hoyeon 
Kang, Jungki Beak, 
Kwantaeck Park, Lee Yongbaek, 
Meekyoung Shin, Oak Jungho, Park 
Miock, Sekyung Lee, Wonwoo Lee, 
Yoonsuk Choi and Young In Hong
 are among the ensemble of artists 
selected to exhibit.
 
The Hermitage 20/21 project’s goal  
is to collect, exhibit and study 
contemporary art, as well as to build 
the museum’s contemporary art 
collection. Among the works in the 
Hermitage collection are sculptures 
by Louise Bourgeois and Antony 
Gormley, the archive of drawings by 
Dmitri Prigov, installations and 
graphic works by Ilya and Emilia 
Kabakov. Dr Dimitri Ozerkov 
underlines his enthusiasm for 
staging some of the country’s 
freshest talent at The Hermitage. 
“Selected by an international 
curatorial team, works by young 
South Korean artists will be 
exhibited in Russia for the first time”, 
he says by way of explanation.  
“We tried our best to bring over the 
most interesting projects of cutting-
edge artists.”
 
Serenella Ciclitira is excited that this 
project will commence at one of the 
world’s most prestigious art 
institutions. She enthuses about the 
significance of the opportunity for 
burgeoning and recognised talent to 
hold their own among world famous 
artists housed at the Hermitage. 
“This very exciting exhibition does 
not fully depict the contemporary 
Korean art scene of the moment but 
wants to introduce young and 
emerging as well as established 
artists to a global platform”, she 
asserts. “Working in a variety of 
primary mediums while exploring 
new approaches and objectives the 
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artists through their works are 
offering us a snapshot of the 
spectrum and multifaceted nature 
of present day Korean 
contemporary art.”  

The works on display will include 
photography by Gosari, whose 
visuals explore space manipulation. 
Photographs and a video piece from 
Jungho Oak humorously play on 
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Loop, 2019
Acrylic and cutting 
on paper, fan
455 x 273 cm
Courtesy of the artist

Kwantaeck Park

Score, 2019
Marker and cutting 
on paper, fan
135 x 180 cm
Courtesy of the artist 

Punch Rhyme #1, 2019
Acrylic and cutting on 
paper, fan
135 x 280 cm 
Courtesy of the artist

KWANTAECK PARK, Punch Rhyme #1, 2019, 
Acrylic and cutting on paper, fan, 135 x 280 cm 

Courtesy of the artist

YOUNG IN HONG, Rhythmic Flowers,   
2016, Viscose rayon threads, 

rhinestones, mesh fabric, cotton,     
152 x 113 cm, Courtesy of the artist

   

MEEKYOUNG SHIN, Megalith Series, 2019, 
Site-specific installation, glazed stoneware, 
Dimensions variable, Courtesy of the artist
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Press  
information
Curators 
Dr. Dimitri Ozerkov

Serenella Ciclitira

Philippa Adams

Russia
Date 
25 March — 10 May 2020

Location 
State Hermitage Museum 
Palace Square, 2 
St Petersburg 
Russia 190000

VIP Preview 24 March

United Kingdom
Date 
10 June — 4  July 2020
Location 
Saatchi Gallery  
Duke of York’s HQ 
King’s Rd 
Chelsea 
London SW3 4RY

VIP Preview 9 June

South Korea
Date 
November 2020

Location 
Seoul, to be announced

questions of culture and aggression 
via his video Freak Show. Award-
winning artist and academic Young 
In Hong will display her intricate 
works. By working across 
photography, sewing, garment-
making techniques and painting, 
Young In Hong’s multifaceted 
artistic practice references South 
Korean craftsmanship and 
traditional textile history. 
Representing the South Korean 
tradition of artists’ use of unusual 
mediums, Sekyung Lee will present 
a series of ceramics decorated with 
intricate patterns made from actual 
human hair. In revealing how art 
can transverse various 
categorisations, Lee explains, “Hair 
on a dish may make one frown and 
spoil his appetite, my work lends 
new meaning to the coexistence of 
these two elements.”
 
Head Curator and Saatchi Gallery 
Director, Philippa Adams also 
underpins the sensorial experience 
of Korean art and its impact. “This 
survey of work highlights an 
exciting new generation of artists, 
providing an arresting insight into 
the future of art in Korea.  With a 
long history of fine art tradition, 
contemporary Korean artists are 
fast reaching international 
audiences through film, pop 
culture, fine art, fashion and new 
media.  Saatchi Gallery is honoured 
to support Korean Eye 2020, the 
new voices of contemporary Korea.”

One of the most rapidly modernised 
countries in the world, South Korea 
is also at the forefront of the arts. In 
recent history, South Korean 
athletes, authors and other artists 
have helped put South Korea on the 
map by winning gold medals and by 
going viral on social media with 
K-Pop music, videos and films, with 
the recent Oscar winning film 
Parasite at the pinnacle of recent 
global achievements. Additionally, 
BTS one of the world’s best-selling 
bands has announced a global art 
project with blue chip artists. As 
Korea’s popular and cultural 
exports continue to rise, so too has 
its artistic kudos, now reaching full 
culmination at one of the world’s 
most renowned museums. 

HOYEON KANG, Anthropology, 2019, Mixed media, 
150 x 150 x 150 cm, Courtesy of the artist

DOOWON, Bird racing car chasing a bee, 
2019, Paint, China ink, gouache, oil pastel 

on Pakistan sheep wool, 146.5 x 70 cm, 
Courtesy of the artist

JUNGKI BEAK, Yongso, 2019, Plastic 
(3D Printed), steel pipe, mixed media, 

Dimensions variable, Courtesy of the artist
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About The 
Hermitage  
20/21 project:
“Hermitage 20/21” was 
launched in 2007. Since the 
project launched, around  
40 exhibitions have been 
organized and several 
research and educational 
projects aimed at 
illuminating major 
contemporary art trends 
have been executed.  
The project’s exhibitions fall 
into five main categories:  
solo exhibitions of well-
known classics of 
contemporary art, group 
exhibitions of young artists 
from different countries, 
architecture exhibitions, 
photography exhibitions,  
and the project “Sculpture  
in the Great Courtyard of  
the Winter Palace”. 
Educational programmes 
play a key role in The 
Hermitage’s work in the field 
of contemporary being 
focused on revealing the 
inner workings of the 
present-day industry. This 
includes meetings with artists 
and curators, round tables 
and workshops and  art 
contests.
 

About the State 
Hermitage 
Museum:
The State Hermitage Museum 
in St Petersburg is Russia's 
premier art museum. It began 
life as the private art 
collection of the imperial 
family and was nationalised 
and greatly expanded after 
the Revolution. The Museum 
is housed in the buildings of 
the former imperial palace in 
the centre of St Petersburg. 
They comprise the Baroque 
Winter Palace built by 
Bartolemeo Rastrelli for the 
Empress Elizabeth, the 
Neoclassical Small Hermitage, 
Old Hermitage and Hermitage 
Theatre built by Vallin de la 
Mothe, Yuri Velten and 
Giacomo Quarenghi 
respectively for Catherine the 
Great and the Historicist New 
Hermitage built by Leo von 
Klenze for Nicholas I. The 
latter was built as a museum 

where the cream of the 
imperial collection could be 
shown to the public.  
It opened its doors in 1852  
and was known as the  
Imperial Hermitage Museum 
until 1917. The east wing  
of the General Staff Building, 
facing the Winter Palace  
across Palace Square, has 
recently been restored to 
house the 19th century and 
modern collection.
 

About PCA:
In 2008 David and Serenella 
Ciclitira founded Parallel 
Contemporary Art (PCA) and 
teamed up with Saatchi 
Gallery to launch the Global 
Eye Programme. As passionate 
art collectors, they felt strongly 
that trips to Korea had opened 
their eyes to a new emerging 
art world that they both 
wanted to focus on in more 
depth. Their idea was to 
provide a platform to 
contextualise this work by 
publishing books that  
would document particular 
movements and scenes in 
Korea and Greater Asia. It was 
a natural step from that to  
then stage exhibitions that 
focused on some of the artists 
in the books. The programme 
additionally aims to develop 
arts infrastructure in Asian 

territories where this is 
lacking, in order to provide 
artists with the platforms, 
support and recognition  
that they need to develop 
their careers.
 

About Saatchi 
Gallery:
Saatchi Gallery aims to 
provide an innovative forum 
for contemporary art, 
presenting work by largely 
unseen young artists or by 
international artists whose 
work has been rarely or never 
exhibited in the UK. The 
audience for exhibitions of 
contemporary art has 
increased widely during 
recent years as general 
awareness and interest in 
contemporary art has 
developed both in Britain and 
abroad. When Saatchi Gallery 
first opened over twenty-five 
years ago it was only those 
who had a dedicated interest 
in contemporary art who 
sought out the gallery to see 
work by new artists. The 
audience, however, built 
steadily over the years and in 
our new home in King's Road 
our visitor numbers now 
exceed 1,5million per annum, 
with over 2000 schools a year 
organising student visits. 
 

About Hana Bank:
Hana Bank President and 
CEO Ji Sung Kyu expressed 
his delight that Hana Bank’s 
sponsorship can serve as a 
wonderful opportunity to 
discover and nurture the 
careers of emerging Korean 
artists. He stated, “Hana Bank 
is highly committed to the 
development of the arts and 
culture sector, and we 

endeavour to fulfil our 
motto: “A financial 
institution that grows as its 
symbiotic relationship with 
the local community 
strengthens". Korean Eye is a 
particularly meaningful 
project that introduces 
talented up-and-coming 
Korean artists to a global 
audience. The collaboration 
between Korean Eye 2020 
and Hana Bank strives to 
contribute to the growth of 
Korean contemporary art 
and in doing so encourage 
all these talented artists.“

Korean Eye 2020 is 
presented by Hana Bank, the 
main sponsor. Committed to 
supporting Korean Arts and 
Culture on the global stage, 
Hana Bank is the catalyst 
behind the launch of Korean 
Eye 2020, leveraging its 
unique international 
footprint to support and 
bring life to the exhibition.

Hana Bank was 
established on 25 June  
1971 and has since grown to 
become a leader in  
Korea’s financial market. 
Services include asset 
management, foreign 
exchange, digital finance, 
and a wide Global network.
Hana Bank has been 
awarded the Best Private 
Banking awards from The 
Banker since 2017 for 3 
consecutive years, and most 
recently from Euromoney, 
bringing the number of 
awards to 12. It is also 
noteworthy that the bank 
was duly awarded the ‘2020 
Best Foreign Exchange 
Provider in Korea’ by Global 
Finance magazine for 19 
consecutive years.
 

Artists included
In the Hermitage exhibition 
include: Cody Choi, Da In 
Park, Doowon, Eunha Kim, 
Gosari, Hoyeon Kang, Jungki 
Beak, Kwantaeck Park, Lee 
Yongbaek, Meekyoung Shin, 
Oak Jungho, Park Miock, 
Sekyung Lee, Wonwoo Lee, 
Yoonsuk Choi and Young In 
Hong

Notes 
to 
editors: 


